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take the feeling that actuated her audience; but, as was al-
ways the case with her, the more difficult the situation, the
more energy and courage she displayed; the greater the anger
of the public, the more winning and fascinating she became.
She invariably acted the part of the spoiled child that is sure
to conquer in the end, whatever degree of severity may be
shown to it at first. The wish to reinstate herself in the fa-
vor of the public produced an excitement of her nervous sys-
tem that resembled depth of feeling, and lent an indescribable
charm to her acting. The tragedy was " Andromaque," and
never had the actress played with such rare perfection. The
result was a free pardon, manifested by immense applause.
The Prince President honored the performance with his pres-
ence.
Among the signs of the times was the withdrawal of the
play of " Cinna," that had been announced for Mademoiselle
Rachel's rentree. If she had chosen this tragedy as an expia-
tion of past sins, this Parthian arrow shot at her provisional
friends of 1848 was in bad taste. The government of the
Prince President showed more tact and judgment; the trag-
edy of " Cinna" was prohibited, and that of " Andromaque"
substituted.
It would indeed have been imprudent to repeat before a
parterre, still perhaps agitated by remains of the turbulent
passions so lately vented, such a line as this:
"Le pire des Estats est 1'Etat populaire !"
Neither would it have been proper to offer to the anti-Repub-
lican party such allusions as these:
" Un tas d'hommes perdua de dettes et de crimes
^Jue pressent de mes lois les ordres legitimes
J£t qui desesperant de les pins evitef,
Si tout n'est rearers^ ne sanraient subsister."
This was not the first time lately that "Cinna" had been
deemed too plain spoken.    The following lines were, indeed,
well calculated to set the volcanic heads of the pit in a blaze:
"Les b,onneurs sont vendus an plus ambitieux,
Ces perils souverains qu'il fait pour une annee,
Voyant d'un temps si court leur puissance born.ee,
Des plus heureux desseins font avorter le fruit
De peur de le laisser a celni qui les suit."

